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ART LITERATURE. 

"The Ministry of ART"-By Frank Milton Bristol. (Curts and Jennings.) 
This is a new book particularly adapted to persons beginning the 
study of art. The following brief preface gives the author's purpose 
in writing the book and his idea of art's mission to man: "These 
chapters aim to show how art may be employed to useful ends in min- 
istering to the pleasure, refinement and education of man. 'A thing of 
beauty' is not only 'a joy forever,' though that were quite enough to 
demonstrate its utility, but it is also one of the most practical agencies in 
the promotion of taste, knowledge, virtue, manners and love of nature." 
The titles of the eight chapters will give in short, an idea of the broad 
scope of the book: "The Utility of Art," "Art and Religion," "The 
Art of Ancient Coins," "Engravings and Etchings," Artistic Book- 
Binding," "The Poet Painters," "The Great Art Galleries of Europe" 
and "Anecdotes of Art and Artists." 

In the "International Studio" of October is an article in some 
measure defining algraphy, a new process calculated to supercede 
lithography. The algraph is executed upon a plate of aluminium. 
This is for practical purposes better than the lithographic stone, which is 
unwieldy and apt to break under pressure. The plates are easily car- 
ried and the artist may make his studies from nature immediately upon 
them. The adaptability of algraphy to artistic work may be best 
judged by the productions of the Dutch artist, Storm Van Gravesande, 
which accompany the article. 

The Current Magazine of October publishes an article on the Insti- 
tute that is deserving of notice. It gives some idea of the Art Museum 
of the Institute and of the purposes and practice of the school. Sev- 
eral drawings by students are nicely reproduced, two by Miss Chase; 
two pen sketches, one by Miss Orr and another by Miss Roper; and 
a wash-drawing by Miss Myrtle McLane. 

A recent House Beautiful contains an interesting article on 
Old Engravings and reproduces several by Albert Durer, the great 
German of the fifteenth century, who may be considered at the head of 
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the German school. He was, we believe, the first to give to engraving 
a distinctly artistic nature. The reproductions convey no idea of 
Durer's aptness in decoration, as many of his compositions are essen- 
tially decorative. 

ART NOTES. 

Martin Justice was in Chicago, November 1st, on his way back from 
Nashville. Incidentally he exhibited the original of his poster, re- 
cently made for the Woman's Home Companion. 

The greatest compliment that can be paid an artist is to have his 
brother painters buy his pictures. In a recent exhibition of Mrs. A. Van 
Cleef Dodgshun's, three of her pictures were sold to artists and one 
to an architect. 

Carl Linden, who met with such success in Paris last year, is in 
Chicago, and if received well he will stay for some time, and possibly 
take a studio. He says that the exhibition in Stockholm this year was 
the best ever held. 

The prize competition of the J. W. Butler Paper Co., of designs 
for their new catalogue cover, has just been decided in favor of the 
Franklin Engraving Co. The designs are on exhibition at the Butler 
Company's Store, on Monroe street. 

It is said that Henry O. Tanner's "Raising of Lazarus" which was 
purchased for the Luxembourg and has been for some time in the 
rooms of the American Art Association, in Paris, will be exhibited in 
this country by permission of the French government. 

Among the pictures rejected at the Carnegie Gallery at Pittsburg, 
were several that received medals or mentions at the Paris salons. 
That a picture awarded a medal or mention at Paris should not so 
much as be accepted at the Carnegie Gallery, is an occurrence to be 
noted. It is not to be believed that the committeemen were either 
arbitrary or trying to produce an effect, but rather that the stand- 
ard is higher. Let us hope that the exhibition, by showing the best 
paintings ever hung in the gallery, will demonstrate the justice of the 
supposition. 



